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FROM PRINCIPAL 
CONKLING’S DESK 
Inclement Weather                             

We have been extremely 
lucky to have had such 
nice weather up until this 
point in the winter.  We 
still have quite a bit more 
winter to come and will 
likely experience some 
more adverse weather 
conditions.  Luckily we 
have not had to close 
school early during a 
school day, but please go 
over your “emergency 
closing procedures” with 
your child/ren.  All 
students need to know 
what to do and where to 
go in the event of an 
emergency closing during 
the day.  Being prepared is 
extremely important as 
phone calls are not an 
option for us due to 
limited time and 
telephone lines.  We will 
send out a call through 
School Reach if this would 
happen.  We also do our 
best to keep the buses 

running on schedule, but it 
is not unusual for buses to 
be delayed up to 10 
minutes as they get 
farther into the route on 
bad weather days.  They 
start out on schedule but 
slow travel due to slick or 
snow covered roads can 
quickly get a route behind 
schedule.  Your patience 
on these days is greatly 
appreciated as we want to 
ensure that all students 
arrive to school and home 
safely.   

 
 
8th Grade Registration and 
Orientation for Marengo 
Community High School 
The 8th grade orientation 
evening at Marengo 
Community High School 
has been set for February 
2nd at 6:00 PM.  A letter 
from the high school was 
sent to parents with 
pertinent information.  
Our 8th grade students will 

also be registering for 
their high school classes 
here at Riley School on 
Wednesday, February 23, 
2012.  Counselors will be 
coming from MCHS to 
have individual 
conferences with students. 
 
Parents Please Note: 
PARENTS, WE NEED YOUR 
HELP! 
Deviating from the normal 
bus route can become a 
dangerous situation.  We 
have had some busing 
issues.  It is recommended 
that a note is to 
accompany your child if 
they are to go to another 
house or are to be picked 
up.  Sometimes those 
notes go astray and do not 
make it to the office, or 
they are forgotten.  Other 
times, it is too busy in the 
morning and the note 
does not get written at all.  
When a note is written, 
please make sure first and 
last names are used and 
the note is dated for the 
day transport is 
recommended.  If you 
forget to write a note, 
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please FAX a note to 815-
568-3709.  If you do not 
have access to a FAX 
machine a telephone call 
will have to be made.  
Please understand that 
most of these calls come 
in between 2:30-3:00 
which is a busy time of the 
day when the end of the 
day activities are 
happening in the office 
and classroom.  We ask 
that you or whoever is 
picking up the child be 
here prior to buses rolling 
at 3:05PM.  (No note:  
Child will board the bus or 
follow usual after school 
procedure.)  If your child 
forgets that he/she is 
getting picked up and 
boards the bus, we can 
retrieve them from the 
bus before buses roll.  
Once buses roll we WILL 
NOT be able to stop in 
route.  Your child will be 
dropped off at their 
designated stop.  Please 
understand that this is for 
the safety of the children.  
Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 

 

 
 
 

Very Important Reminder 
If you are entering the 
building with your child, or 
coming in for a school 
function all adults must 
sign in and fill out a 
visitors pass at the office.  
Unfortunately, times are 
such that we need to 
know who is in the 
building for your safety as 
well as your child’s. 
 
If there is a need to speak 
to a teacher, we also 
require you to check in at 
the office.  We will ask the 
teacher when it will be a 
convenient time to meet 
with you.  The time at 
school is very valuable 
both to your child and the 
teacher.  Appointments 
will be beneficial for both. 
Please, do not just pop in 
the classroom.  It 
interrupts the daily lessons 
and takes away important 
instruction time from all 
students.  
 
Parents may not go to the 
classroom without 
authorization from the 
office and teacher. 
 
 

2011/12 SCHOOL 
SPELLING BEE 
Students in grades 4-8 
participated in the Riley 
School Spelling Bee on 

January 13, 2012.  Each 
grade level was 
represented by two 
winners, a grade-level 
winner and a second 
runner up.  The students in 
the spelling bee included: 
   

Fourth Grade 
Sejal Patel – winner 
Carlie Seemann – runner 
up 
 
Fifth Grade 
Riley Mitchell – winner 
Luke Saporta – runner up 
 
Sixth Grade 
Matt Fischer – winner 
Elise Brevik – runner up 
 
Seventh Grade 
Jake Barton – winner 
Kenny McCormick – 
runner up 
 
Eighth Grade 
Kelsey Paprocki – winner 
Natalie Bullen – runner up 
 

 

 All ten finalists studied 
their words and 
performed well that day.    
Kelsey Paprocki won the 
school spelling bee with 
Jake Barton as the runner 
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up.  Both finalists 
represented their 
classmates proudly.  
Kelsey will move on to the 
next step, the Regional 
bee and represent Riley 
School on February 1, 
2012 at Marlowe Middle 
School in Algonquin.  The 
competition begins at 6:00 
PM.  Let’s all wish Kelsey a 
‘BIG’ good luck and 
support her by attending 
the competition.  
Congratulations, Kelsey, 
Riley School is quite proud 
of your accomplishment. 
 

RILEY VIKING AWARD 
WINNERS 
Viking award winners for 
the month of December 
were seventh grader Claire 
Durkin and seventh grader 
Kenneth McCormick.  At 
the January 18, 2012 
meeting of the Board of 
Education, these two 
students were recognized 
for their accomplishments. 
 

DECEMBER ‘CAUGHT 
BEING GOOD’ 
WINNERS 
The following students 
were the grand prize 
winners for the 
December’s “Caught Being 
Good”. 
 
 
 

Kindergarten:   
AM:  Samantha Correa 
PM:  Alexandra Pitones 
1st:    Ryan Seemann 
2nd:   Beth Webster 
4th:   Cole Calbow 
5th:   Lauren Aubry 
7th:    Kenny McCormick 
 

2012 RILEY SCHOOL 
SCIENCE FAIR 
Riley’s seventh grade 
students will compete in 
the school science fair 
Saturday, February 11, 
2012.  Student projects 
(lab reports, display 
boards, and oral 
presentations) will be 
judged from 8:30-
11:30AM.  The public is 
invited to view the 
student’s work beginning 
at 11:15AM.  The top ten 
projects qualify for the 
Regional Science Fair to be 
held at NIU on March 17, 
2012. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

RILEY SCIENCE FAIR 
JUDGES NEEDED 
Mr. Warren is looking for 
science fair judges.  No 
experience is necessary.  
The only requirement is a 
willingness to listen and 
help our students.  Any 
interested adult should 
contact the school at 815-
568-8637 by February 3, 
2012. 
 

Food for Fun week  
February 27-March 2, 
2012 
The 8th grade class will be 
conducting their second 
service project of the year 
during February 27-March 
2.  The 8th grade class will 
call the week: “Food for 
Fun Week”.  Similar to our 
Angel Week in November, 
we will be having wacky 
dress up days for each day 
of the week.  Each day of 
the week we are asking for 
specific items for the 
Marengo Food Pantry 
along with a specific dress 
up day and showing school 
spirit.   
 
Please bring in foods for 
the Marengo food pantry 
specified for each day of 
the week to supply food or 
personal items for those in 
need.   
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The homeroom that brings 
in the most number of 
items will win a pizza 
party! 

 
 

Monday 27- Mustache 
Day: Draw, wear, or grow 

a mustache.                    
Bring in baking related 
food items: vegetable oil, 
brownie mix, cake mix, 
and baking powder/soda. 

Tuesday 28- Sweats 
Day:  Wear any 

comfortable clothing. 
Bring in meals in a can: 
ravioli, spaghetti, soup, 
ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΧ 

Wednesday 29-Wacky 
Wednesday:  Dress 

wacky and abnormally.                   
Bring in the following: Any 
brand of cereal. 

Thursday 1- Athletic 
Day:  Wear any type of 

NFL/MLB, (or any other 
sport) apparel clothing. 
Bring in the following: 
paper products, kleenex, 
paper towels, toilet paper, 
ŜǘŎΧ 

Friday 2- Career Day:   
Dress as what you want to 
be when you grow up.                     
Bring in the following: 
diapers (sizes 3-5), diaper 
wipes, shampoo and/or 
conditioner 
 

ALL EIGHTH GRADE 
PARENTS 
Please have your child 
bring a baby picture in an 
envelope with their name 
on it.  Drop it off at Ms. 
Moore’s office (there is a 
bin by the door).  It is for 
Digital Memories.   
 

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION FOR 
2012/13 
 
Kindergarten registration will 
be Thursday, March 1, 2012 
from 9AM to 3:30PM.  Please 
bring your child’s original 
birth certificate (or an official 
copy from the county in 
which your child was born) 
to Riley School.  Mrs. Dunker 
will be conducting 
Kindergarten Kamp May 10, 
17, & 24th from 9:00-
10:30AM.  These sessions 
will consist of a “mini-view” 
of kindergarten and the 
exciting changes that will 
occur in the fall.  Registration 
 forms are available at 
Kindergarten registration or 
upon request.  The deadline 
for Kindergarten Kamp sign-
up is April 13, 2012.  If you 

have any questions, or are 
unable to register at the 
above time, please call Riley 
School at 815-568-8637. 
 

 
If someone you know, a 
friend or neighbor who might 
have a child of kindergarten 
age, please have them 
contact Riley School. 

 

 


